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Rural Development in India

Rural development is the process of improving the guality of life and
economic well-being of people living In rural areas, often relatively isolated
and sparsely populated areas. Often, rural regions have experienced rural
poverty, poverty greater than urban or suburban economic regions due to lack
of access to economic activities, and lack of investments in key infrastructure
such as education.

Rural development has traditionally centered on the exploitation of

land-intensive natural resources such as agriculture and forestry. However,

changes in global production networks and increased urbanization have
changed the character of rural areas. Increasingly rural tourism, niche

manufacturers, and recreation have replaced resource extraction and
agriculture as dominant economic drivers. The need for rural communities to
approach development from a wider perspective has created more focus on a
broad range of development goals rather than merely creating incentive for
agricultural or resource-based businesses.

Education, entrepreneurship, physical infrastructure, and social
infrastructure all play an important role in developing rural regions. Rural
development is also characterized by its emphasis on locally produced
economic development strategies. In contrast to urban regions, which have
many similarities, rural areas are highly distinctive from one another. For this
reason there are a large variety of rural development approaches used
globally,

Rural poverty

Rural poverty refers to situations where people living in pon-urban

regions are in a state or condition of lacking the financial resources and
essentials for living. It takes account of factors of rural society, rural economy,

and political systems that give rise to the marginalization and economic
disadvantage found there. Rural areas, because of their small, spread-out
populations, typically have less well maintained infrastructure and a harder
time accessing markets, which tend to be concentrated in po pulation centers.

Rural communities also face disadvantages in terms of legal and social
protections, with women and marginalized communities frequently having a
harder time accessing land, education and other support systems that help
with economic development. Several policies have been tested in both
developing and developed economies, including rural electrification and access
to other technologies such as internet, gender parity, and improved access to
credit and income.
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In academic studies, rural poverty is often discussed in conjunction with
spatial inequality, which in this context refers to the inequality between urban
and rural areas. Both rural poverty and spatial ineguality are global
phenomena, but like poverty in general, there are higher rates of rural poverty

in developing countries than in developed countries.

Approaches to development

Rural development actions are intended to further the social and
economic development of rural communities.

Rural development programs were historically top-down approaches
from local or regional authorities, regional development agencies, NGOs,
national governments or international development organizations. However, a
critical 'organization gap' identified during the late 1960s, reflecting on the
disjunction between national organizations and rural communities led to a
great focus on community participation in rural development agendas.
Oftentimes this was achieved through political decentralization policies in
developing countries, particularly popular among African countries, or policies
that shift the power of socio-politico-economic decision-making and the
election of representatives and leadership from centralized governments to
local governments. As a result, local populations can also bring about
endogenous initiatives for development. The term rural development is not
limited to issues of developing countries. In fact many developed countries
have very active rural development programs.
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